
 
 

 2017 Project Support II – Panel Results and Comments 

 Lake View Cemetery Foundation 

 
  

 

Your Project Title: Summer Concert Series at Lake View Cemetery: Music, Culture, and History 

Your Project Summary: Lake View Cemetery Foundation is seeking support for its Summer Concert Series, 

a series of 6 band concerts that will take place on the lawn of the Cemetery’s Garfield Memorial on Sun. 

evenings between June and September 2017; all concerts will be free and open to the public and will 

feature a diversity of music styles. The concerts will not only entertain and enrich the public, but will serve 

to raise awareness of the Cemetery, President James Garfield, and Cleveland’s storied past. 

Final Score: Somewhat. Overall, the panel found that the applicant provided some evidence throughout 

the application that the funding criteria were met.   

CAC Grant Amount: $4000 

 

To ensure an impartial and transparent application review process, CAC convened an online panel of arts 

and cultural professionals from outside the region who evaluated and scored eligible applications. 

Panelists scored each application based on the Funding Criteria—Public Benefit, Artistic and Cultural 

Vibrancy and Organizational Capacity—with an emphasis on Public Benefit. For more details regarding the 

panel process and full panelist bios, please review the Panel Guide. 

     

Shin Yu Pai      
(Seattle, WA) 

Ernest Disney-Britton 
(Indianapolis, IN) 

Al Jacobsen 
(Pittsburgh, PA) 

Leah Bowe                
(St. Paul, MN) 

Giuseppe Taurino 
(Houston, TX) 

 

Below you will find each panelist’s score and comment on your application in response to the question: 

With an emphasis on public benefit, does the applicant demonstrate evidence that it meets CAC’s three 

funding criteria? 

Note: Panelist scores and comments are presented in no particular order. 

Questions? Cuyahoga Arts & Culture is here to assist. Please contact: 
 

Dan McLaughlin    Roshi Ahmadian 
manager – project support  associate – communications & grant programs 
dmclaughlin@cacgrants.org     rahmadian@cacgrants.org 

 216-515-8303 x101   216-515-8303 x109  

http://www.cacgrants.org/assets/ce/Documents/Project%20Support/2017%20PS%20II%20Panel%20Guide%20for%20Web%20with%20Panelists.pdf
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Score: Yes 

Comment: I am happy to recommend the CAC give full support to Lake View Cemetery Foundation's 

Summer Concert Series project. LVCF's application demonstrates clearly that the organization 

understands, works with, and seeks to serve its community via its free public live concert series that 

features a diverse group of performers in an historic setting. This in turn clearly contributes to a lively and 

energetic neighborhood. I have no doubt of the the LVCF's organizational capacity to put the Summer 

Concert Series on, since they've been doing so for years and the application materials indicate they're 

able. The supporting materials were clear and beautifully designed, and really contributed to my 

understanding of both the organization and the project. 

 

 

Score: No 

Comment: NO - This application does not meet the funding criteria. I read this as a donor cultivation event 

for the foundation. While they could have focused on the public awareness or the artistic vibrancy alone, 

instead they've revealed that it's more than public benefit. It's a Foundation benefit, and donor cultivation 

process. In Q2, they write " ... and to become supporters of the Cemetary." Also, in the Optional section, 

they repeat this: " ... to become Cemetary supporters." 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. Public benefit is demonstrated by the free 

concert series' effort to engage its surrounding community in the history of the cemetery and offer the 

general public the opportunity to enjoy the natural space. This is a creative endeavor for a cemetery to 

pursue and is made further vibrant by the engagement of professional artists through a jazz venue and 

concert promoter. Finally, capacity is quite evident with a clear budget and support staff through both the 

cemetery and its foundation. The plans are ambitious to increase attendance by 100%, but there is reason 

to believe the Cemetery will be successful. 

 

 

Score: Somewhat 

Comment: This project seeks to benefit the larger public and to increase visibility of the cemetery and its 

history through producing a public concert series. However, the project lacks vibrancy or artistic vision in 

offering what is a fairly passive form of public participation through concert attendance. Are there other 

Panelist 1 

Panelist 2 

Panelist 3 

Panelist 4 
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ways in which the cemetery could partner with artists or communities to interpret the site or history? 

Budget is reasonable but this project doesn't build organizational capacity and it's for an already 

established org. 

 

 

Score: Yes 

Comment: Yes, this application meets the funding criteria. This project shows great public benefit for its 

community by using its knowledge to drive its work. The diversity of the proposed programming, and the 

fact that it will be free to the public will only serve to encourage public participation. Additionally, the 

scope of the project, leads me to believe it will contribute greatly to both inspiring the community and 

contributing to energetic neighborhoods. The listed measurements tie directly to the project goals, and I 

really like that the applicant was specific about both shirt and long term goals. While the application is 

clear and makes me feel confident in the applicant's ability to deliver on the project's intended objectives, 

I would encourage the applicant to work on support materials for future applications. Those included here 

were fine, but footage of the actual concert series would go a long way. 

 

 

Panelist 5 


